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ITFLTRODUCTEION

‘This is invended at a seneral briefing on news gpverage oxr . .
South Viet Nam for Asscciated Press staff correspondents new’ te.
area, for AP strindZers, and for friends of the AP wh i
the copntry from time to time. IR L e

. " he contents should be regarded-assconfidential, zan 5
requested that you do nct pass on.this:booklet toianother D,

Because a major part of news. covarage here has sdoLwl,
guerrilla waxr. and the special problems”the war has:credted,
large part of the booklet consists of. basic militarylre
material. . L r i e T g

y We also include some tips on- getting-around: th
country, and on things to look~for in covering th 01

.10bviously, most of the background .youswill need-to: ope

tectively must come In briefings from officials and fr
to look fer yourself, ' R e

Coverage in Viet Nam requires aggressiveness, I

‘and, at times, methods uncomfortably close-to thoseius )

‘professional intelligence units,.Yow, caniexpect veryulittl
From mhst official sources, and news comes’ the hardiwa
Correspondents in Viet Nam are regarded by the Saigo
as "scabby sheep,” and treated accordingly. At the’ same
the Vietnamese people are friendly:and agreeable,.
sources can be cultivated. AR .

Because of the political climate, it is vitally'im rtant 0

ationallty

tc protect scurces —- particularly those of Vietnames: 1o i
nisclesure of sources by several indiscrete newsmenil iet Nam- -

"has wrecked careers, or worse, American military  sou
similarly protected. : S
. o

Good luck. You'll need Lt.

. 4 i

"
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T. SORLHCGLR PAYLLGNTS

ot e - artiee artin e

The AT Sai.on bureau does not have any stringerssoniregular. -
retainer. The bulk of coverase is handled by staff members, and
all copy must be edited or rewri+ten by the desk %o meetHAP T
requirements . Den't be offended at rewrite Jjobs:aniyou
it's all part of the pame, The AP rewrites even 1ts Puli
Prize winners. : E O

* Tor photos, the bureau pays 45 U.S. or its’equivalent in v
Vietnamese piastres per piciture, on acceptance. "Normally, he -

nesative vecomes the property of the-AP and goes toiTolkyo.  Accep~
tence of photes is up to the Tokyo photo desk. In. ra instances,

higher rates can ke paid for pilctures of exoceptisnal-interest.
~ If the bureaun ascsigns.eifher a photo nr.news. ‘stringerion-a’.
~day-agsignment basis, the stringer receives.a flat §LO! S, (ox
its piactre equivalent) for whatever he produces:fo R
“Ee'is azlgc entitled to moraal expense’payment:(borincluderfilm, -
trensporieticn and ciotain other items). Vouchersy elpts .
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mist te sibmitbted e the coveau for each expense claimed,
) Tor news SLTinlere, ratews o7 payment are scaled according
“+o relative value {of which speed 1s & factsr) of the material,
in accurate tip or a treaking story is worth 45 U.S.,; as
g rule. If i%'s a Tip "n sameshing of partimcular importance, 1%
‘may bve worth somewhot nove, mipst tips on major battles or
4 .

V)

multiple-American--casualty -Ccrasnes wio ht be werth up to $10.
Tt would take scmething 11k he agsasscination of the president
to bring the ante much ak.ve tha

A tip is just what the werd implies -~ the Tirst fragmentary
bit of information that scmething important has happened. Bven 1f
most of the details are lackinrg, the tip may be valuable to us,
" We can usdally fill in the dewails ourselves, once we kKnow
sométhing has haprensd..
, A stringer +hc henperns T e at an ianlated town or outpost
" when & story breaks often can set vo a 7.8, military telephone
(see section IX), from which he can call Saigon —-- and the AP.
Whén this happers, the strin_er usually 1is in a position to
send a stream of fast, accurate information -- in short, the
whole story —- t3 Saijon., This is the vest way to make money

o

NG

-
as an AP stringeX..
ircumstances, tie stringer can be pald either on

~

Undexr such circ
a day-assignment besisg for the story he has given us, Or we can
pay For the 3tery °n thre pasig of ites rclative value, For a major

s opiskt be about $30,

Tnamegs, e take stringer features
heck with the bureau before

be something we've done alread,.

plliivary ernd

Jentuues

frorw time tec time, but always che
headirng out on ope, Youxr idea miy

Or we may have annther Teavwur

4
1%

a well plarned featuxe suitable for the AP wire,
Ig

8
t

good theugh it looked, iestures, like photos, we buy on acceptance,
; e

Dontt worry about sur pirating the material you struggled se
nard te get. If we want iw, we'll pay you for it.

Speed is vital -n all tips and news stories. The develepment
that was news today may be worthless TomorTow, News gathering is
a hotly competitive ousiness, in which speed ig worth money.

If you can't get %+ a 7.0, military telephone with your
tip or story, you may o0e in o near 4 town where you can find
a Vietnamese Pcst Telephrne & Telegsraph ¢ffice, ILf so, send us

TR f T

a cablz addresge: £ 441 a hot stery, mark
“ro csble charse, but this is

it URGONT. You'll nave o
a reimpbursable expense. ~n rare Inghances, you night be able to

telephone us wivh vhe Loveranent ey stem. ‘
Obviously, you Can’7w f to wale & living solely irem your

ircome as an AP stringe wou o &oriing on nagazine

articles or strir.in its, the AP income can at

' beoze for just a Little extra

e

least keep you in cir arather
effort.

.J.':_l. ¥

competitors. Our commo L. rd wie ULT ~euters and Aoence France
Precse, in that ~rder.

You may string fcr us an” smy-une alse you like, EXCwPW euxr -

hat needs handling, Sometimes




IT. 50E TIRS TO STRINGERS

. *

AS an-AP stringer, ycu zet some fringe bvenefits. e is the
matter of accreditation. ) ' ' : -

Te deal With the U.S. military here, yeu must. be accredited
te them threush scme recognized nevw® organizBtien, Once yeu
become an AP stringer, we can arrarge for your immediate A
accreditation o the U.S. Military Assistance Command Vietnam
(MACV) . :
L This means you will be eligiltle bteo go- out oh ~eperations

with American. troops, and are eligitle fo receive the same
infermatien and briefings from U\S..officers that AP staffers
get, , E .
v~y alse will be eligible to fly free within Viet Nam en the
MACY "mule train' transport dystem. ' : :

If you are an American citizen, you probarly will be
elizible for X and Commisary privileges, although conditions
are subject to change. :

You are entitle§ +tn~ read the AP Saigrn burean file, as an
AP stringer. This will be especially useful to you in keeping
abreast Af the Viet Hamr situatican as a whole, and in planning
nen-AP projects on which yeu are working (tooks, magazine
articlea, poetry ~r whatsvcr), The APebureau is the lariest
news esrsanization in Viet Mam, and is on Tor of the story at
all times, : ‘ A ¢

Some elementary points on handling newss ’ N

Accuracy is vital, If you Joun'?l kueow hoew many troops partic-
ipated in an dperation you covered, den't Juess or nake it urp.
Tell us arly what you XNCW, If you Aare estimating something,
lawel it as an estimate, and tell us hrw you arrived at your
estimate. Second Battles »f the Marre are fine if they really
happened, but the truth is the lmportant thing.

T Avoid the crowd. Newsmen and newswomen come te Vied Nam by
the hundreds, @nd there i3 a tendency to gather in Wunches -
in Pars, in cffices, on operatiuns, and so forth. obvieusly,
some ¢f this io essential in the routine of daily 1life., But ene
of the best stringers we ever had (he now works for the Wall.
Street Jourrnal) never wert near the Caravelle bar, never wern.t
eut an any story with arobher person, Rlace rew trails, and de
it alone, The fresh story, the rew angle, the hithertn
unreported -— these dre the things we want. . .

Semetimen, hanging arcund military instellations (but net
lorg enough te wear out yeur welceme) ani making friends can pay
eff, Ar important operaticn may come up oTr SAme other impertant
story may develop. This kind of thing 1s scmething re_ular
staffers rarely have time for, and is a good fleld ef werk fer
stringers. : ’ ' ' .

Pen't trust infermation you get from anycne without checking
it the west you can (inecluding the information in this weoklet).

Thios gees not enly fe* VietnAuese and American oificers,.but frem

any seurce, and Inr that -matter, even your celleagues, Yeu will
. » ~ F) .. .e . . ~——— : M
fird juicikly that ost “facts® in Viet Nam are based at least

ir. rart on misinfecrmation or misunderstandings.




:
/.
.

A firal note: ’ . _ o

The AP Sai;en office is a small, crewded and everworked
place,” Ypu're always welcome if you want to talk about a
story, but if yeu just want te shoot the breeze, you COme at
your peril, - .

o PLEASE DO NOT TATK T AUR HIRGD HuLP WHEN THEY ARS GR;NDING
6UT COPY 6R OTHERWISE GAINITULLY ENPLOYLD. « ‘

The bureaun currently is headed by an ogre named Brewne who
has been known to threw out whole sguads at a time of the
cracker~barrel set. - 3 . '

particularly bad times te come are any time before S a.m.,

. petween 1:30 and 4 p.m., and between 6 and 6:3¢ p,m. These are

times when deadlines are ceming up or radio monitoring is in

presress, ' SR —_—
However, vou are welcome te telephone at any time of day sex

night any day of the week, avoiding only the peried 6 te 6;30

p.0. "

III. LANGUAGE

Znglish has become vital to coverage ¢f news im Viet Nam —-
even fer reporters ef the local press. : . o

But Frerch is alse a munt when dealing with most memﬁérs
nf the gevernment, many embassies and many Vietnamesedmilitary
ofiicers, French is still the natien's second language, despite
the gains made Wy inglish,

Vietnamese is a very difficult language fer Westerners,
related fairly closely to Chinese (although it is written in
Reman letters using special accent marks to indicage the tones,) -
Ten't expect te learn the language unless you're prepared to spend
several years at it, But learning a few Viegnamese words and
phrases is useful -- particularly those nee ed in directing
taxis, - . ‘

Many Vietnamese speak Cantonese,

P
%

‘¥ e . .

IV, MeN:Y : - .
The monetar§ unit is the piastre (or deng) pegged at ™

te the 7.5. dollar, Further informaticn at the bureau. The

PY and U.3. field messes insist en dellar payments, although
the PX accepts personal lollar checks. ’

V. VISAS .
i . . .

Vietnamese visas involve a gigantic amount of red tape, enly
small portions ¢f which can re cut through private channels,

If yeu are coming te Viet Nam, try to get a 30-day visa
in advance, If you are in a great rush.and you hold an American .
passpert (or a passpert of any of the anti-commmnigt nations)
yau can ceme witheut a visa fer up te 480 hoyrs. Thig nermally
‘san. be extended ence you get here, ' .

Spart-term visas are extended orly ey applicatisn as far in
advance as passitle, Leng-term cr resident visas requixe
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fis1ld nosrvitals. If you arc American and yomx weund is serious,
you may te evacuated %o Tlark A Torce Base in the Philippines,
Tha civiliarn Advertist Hosplital In Saigon is fairly good and Iun
ty Americans. L'Hopital frali is whe maln French hespital, and

Criid o

in nighly regarded.

S bhe fiela, it is advisarle to take a GI aid rack (pressure

dressing); some @splrin tablets; seme- Aysentery- tatlets; mosquilto

repellent; if possible, a mosquito net; a jack knife and sun

glasses, The sun gets hnot, and hats and salt tarlets are a

gocd 1ldea, - .
Halizone waier purificatien tablets, powdared and mixed with

1ittle water, have worked well for this writer as emergency

ipirfectants, and car be used for small woundd, If wouhded.elther

L. a ateel or bambno fout spike trar, get a tetanus booster shetd

s suon as possible, The Viet Corg ~nften soaks these spikes

' buffalo urine to meke them tetanus transmitters. | A

Rattle casualties often die from loss of Y*lcod. Belts, rores

and Ffield straps make good tourniquets, and the experts recommend

thinking of tourrigquets first if you are bleeding heavily.
wnenever flying in a hellcopter, try to borrow a flak

ackat from the orew —- two, if possible, The second one 18 to

it An, You won'$% be ccrnsidered a chickern. A11 crew members must

e

wear Thei,

P O ®

J
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Jn operctions, sometlmes The IUST ralatabie fluid available
tg ccconut milk, This can cause dlarrhea in some rersons, but
itta worth trhe risk if you'tre thirsty snough. Soldicrs msually

a eded to knock the tops

i
c off cocruts to get
the milk out. ~ T o

The cnld rice, brciled pork, fermented fish sauce, duck eggs
ard .other foods Vietnamese troops =at in the field may not
arpeal to the average Westerner, but they are nutritiovus and
reasonably safe. If you're hurngry and have the chance to egat

(especially if your urit in stuck somewhere) itts better to eat

all you can get down,

Watch out for squirrels and rats in Tiet Nam. Many of them

.carry rabies and will attack, If yuwu are bitten by wne, start get-

tins the treatment immediately. The shots are painful (direct
injzetiorn into the stomach) but worth ite
TN INT N T

LN TR
A ULNE RN il O B WEREOIE R

Dot e PR -l A am o} A
A, Salgon and VICLLLTUY

Mhere are Tour ways: Hired cars, taxin, cyclns (scouop~shaped
res—wheeled o bicycle cabs) and mopeds (the same as cyclos
g with motors instead of pedal power). A '

Taxis are recommended, The minimum ride custs six piastres.
A1l cars have meters, tuf be sure the driver has urned yourd

‘or. when you start, otherwise you mey have an argument when y»u
arrive. Tf the arzument gets too bad, call a cop {who may speak
Prench, ncassionally a little tnglish). '

After 10 p.m., pay 50% mere than the amount shown on the
peter. Afitew miinight, pay double what's on vhe meter. Tips shoula

o 2 Sy - . oy
wot execad me v fwo plastres.
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Canywhere south orwest @f"My”ThO“(indluaing'#he'ﬁeltacan¢Q5ﬁu$hern
provinces, although the nain road to Can Tho is somewhht safer%,
a1l the roads in or near D Zone (north and northeast of Saigon),
most of Reute 14 northwest of Saigon, most of coastal Route 1
(particularly between Bien Hoa and Phan Rang, and from Tuy Hoa -

"to Qui Nhon and from Quang Ngai north). L B

Air travel is by Alr Vietnam, which has a good safety recerd
and operates many flights to mest parts of the country. Some »T
these are on single-engine Cesenas, which can land on short sgtripe,

Fares arc cheap, planes keep to schedules (except at times _
of national ofisis?. Cessnas can be chartered at the rate of about

3,000 pilastres an heur, _ ' ‘

Recently, the U.S. Alr Force has shewn coeperation in letting
correspondents use its 28 (single-engine reccnnaissance) rlanes
for coverage of some operations, a . -

The guiding principal in travel in Viet Nam is %o remember
that the entire country is a war zene, If you want to get close
to the war, stay on the ground. If you just want to get quickly
. from one point to another, go ty alr, S

VIIT, VIET CONG ATTITUDES;QOWARD TOREIGN CORRESPONIENTES

w ST LRY . ;
At this writing, no ccrrespondent has fallern into Viet Cong
5 or been killed by them, althcugh many nswsmen have drawn

ire. .
An Tsraeli free—lance writer traveling by bus along Eoute 1

1last summer was taken off the bus by the Viet Cong and held

captive several days. He managed to escape and find his way cut

of the jungle by some derring-do.

There are indications the Viet Gong would lika to influence
correspondants with propaganda, but few Aircct arproaches have
been made. ' .

If captured by the Viet Corg from a private car, bus or
train, an American (or other Westtrm-bloc ccrrespondent) probably
would be treated the same as an American soldier. This normally
means six menths or more cf captivity under very difficult
circumatances in the jungle, and eventual release., A captive
nermally is required to sign propaganda statements ¢r make verhal
statements into a tape recorder, Physical torfure is unlikely,
but deily hrain-washing sessiens are part ~f the routine..

Grant Wolfkill, NRC correppondent who was held by the Pathet
Tac in Taog received very bad treatment, but the Viet Cong is
corsidered a little less rough in ite treatment of priscners.

If you are with a gnovernment operation, you will be a target
of enemy fire, exactly as 1f you were a combattant. If you are
wounded in a convoy »or positiecn that is overrun, you probably
will be shot tu death, The Viet Cong generally does nct take
wour.ded rrisoners (because »f the difficulty of keeyring them
alive in the jungle) but shoots them on the spot.

Yiest war cerrespondents in Viet Nam carry pistols ~n cperations
te have pome chance of shocting themselves out of this kind of
gitunticn if wounded. Personal arms also may be useful 1f with

Hy Ey
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trTraeses e reevery e

a srail unit under hedvy G@ytacx; x
fightsr is needed to avoid being swamned,

Carrying pistols is not condrued officially either by , ‘
Vietnamese or:American authorities, but Amcrican cfflcers ‘ |
“privately -approve of the prachics, ' ' _ o

Under no circumstances try t» short it »ut with the Viet -
Crng 1f you are alone. They always cutaumper you, and penerally
pack Tommy guns. o S . ’

There are some highway hardits of a non-political oxr
quasi-political character in Viet Nam..They will hold you up, =
rob you rlind, beat you up and pOssibly'Eill you. Lt 1s recommended
that whexr you travel you leave valuables in Salgon EXCEET for
tdentificationspapers and about 5,000 plastres. Any money you

nave will be taken, but 5,000 piastres is regarded (by the most
experienced. French travelers) aw about,the mirimm with which |

you can buy freedom or your 1ife from bandits, A few U.S, dollars -,
‘also are handy for use at, MAAG detachmerts. - L ’

Tf stopped by the Viet Cong, 61l them. truthfully wie you -
are and what you are doing. Ton'!'t try to throw away your o
identification popers if ycu arc stopped by guerrillas. I
Tdentity—less cantives sve regoiled as extremnely suspect by the |
Viet Cong ahd are subject to: very bad treatment. If you are - 1
American and happen to sreak fluent, accentlcass French, you might
“get off-with just a brief lecture, Buv don'® try to hard to
deceive anyone. This car make matters a lot worse LI you axre
found out. To not carry arms if traveling alone

©

I¥X, COMMUNICATIONS

m

he AP Saigon buresu sends most of its stowies elther by
press cable to Tokyo or oy its Jaily radiotelotype cast® to
Tokyo. We have.a half-hour cast {good for ur to about 1,80H
words) every day but Sunday. The cast must he Tiled. by about
4 p.m. to glve the censors time ta read it oo, IS, starts

moving at 5:15 p.m, o - x R

The Salgon cable office (PTT) is open 24 hours a day every
day. L : : :
The AT has a cable account, and AP STATFERS can e issued
filing cards by the PIT s~ they may sian and file their own cableg
without pre-payment, Cables should be sent Jnd
provided in the AP office, Ho credit cards from commercial
Communications firms (ROA, Cable & Wireless v
honored in Viet Nam.

A1l -communications in Viet Nam are controlisd and operated .
by the government. All cables (including service cablesg and. -
casts ars monitored by ssveral cersoxrship units. While castes and
cables have.been allowed to vass-without delay in recent monthe,
the practice of delaying or klocking cor. troversial ctories might -
be resumed at any time, . .

Urgent-rate cables take »ne to three hours reoching Tokyo.

Normal press-rate cables take up to five hevrs.

Tncoming cables are delivercd t> the AR orfilce

T r Brawno's
apartment upstairs) at all hours, but delays lat:

e
at night are
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—-- frequent. Someone must alwcys. be vn -hand to.sign.for a cable oxr . .
4t wild not be dedivered. cw - . IR

“There are three basic telephone.systems in Viet Nam, all of
‘which can be used from the telephone in the AT ~Ifice. o

The first is the government-operated clvilian system, All
 private and commer®ial numbers are on it (but because of very high
telephene rates, relatively few. Saigon residents.have phoneg§.

As yet, there are no telephone beoths er public telephones
in Saigon. S S o -

- Most Saigon telephone numbers have five digite and can We
dialed directly. The PTT phone book (in Vietnamese enly) ocress
lists all numbers- by numerical order, by the name ef subscriber,

alphabeticly, and by the adiress of the subscriber.’ e
7 Some numbers, have only four digits (the first:¢f which'is
ng,y To get them, dial #4," then tell the- eperabter (in Vietnamese
or French) the remaining threc digits af the number, e B
It is theoretically possible to make radiotelephens calls
usiig the PTT system to about ten cities in South Viet Nam. In
practice, these ciroults are usually very bad, .= ‘
. The Vietnamese military establishment orerates a switchboard
of its own, which includes many American wmilitary phené numeers,
 numbers for officials »f the International Cenfrol,Cemmission,
~and some.others. - : ‘ : N

e get the Vietnamese military switchboard eperator, dlal
206911, 24675 or 20731, When the orerator answdrs (in Vietnamese)

tell him the number you want (in English, Vietnamese or French).
After a pause, he will ask you (in very poor iInglish)-the number
ef your telephone. Tell him., If you are calling frem the AP, 1%
~is 2553p, Be patient and try to keep your TempET. = wumamme s o s

The MACV (U.S., Military Assimtance Commans) infermation effice
has a PTT number of its ewn, which can be dialed dircctly. It is
25565, Puring cff heurs, you must reach the efficers whe werk
their at their billets, and. this has t ke done fhrough the
Vietnamese military switchboard. B , .

The third majer communications channel is a system eof .
single-sideband radiotelephene connections setween 7,8, installatiens
in most of the important caritals of South Viet Nam's provinces,
epd ore in Thailand (Ubon). : S S

To use this system, dial 21273 or 212A6 to get "Tiger" (who
is a 7.8, military eperator), Tell him the code name.of whataver
town you want tr call (competc list 2f cede names at the AP office)
such as “Bluebird" fer My Tho, "Llama" for Pleiky, and 3o en,

Some code names can be-reached.only by reuting through eothers, but
the diagram for this is ir the office. .

Connuctions through this netwerk are extremely clear,
except at certain hours to some points in the delta. The best time
to wall My Tho (#Bluebird”) or Soc Trang ("Lady") in after dark,

' Try to give the operctor at the other end the exact number ef
the phonc you're trying to,reach (intelligence sectiens of many
U.S. dctachments have the phone number ¥212," for cxample).

. If you're.trying tec get military information, try toc get the
duty officer, or the G-2 (intelligence) or the G-3 (operations).

Temestic cables are slow, but sometimes the only way te get
informatian  HSut of rumcte towns. Always rre-pay domestic cables

¢
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: ' SR 1 2e
(faw rurel FTT offices have ever heard of filing cards), and,
.1ike international cables, address them 6 ASSOCIATED SATGAN,
, The goveérnment radie station (formerly the French-owned
compdny Televietnam) handles all overseas telepnone calls, voice..
casts, RIT casts and radiophuts ocasts, It is not open at night,
en. weekonds or holidays, unless special arrargements "are made in
advance. Veice ‘o¥ radidphote circuits to Tokye are clear only
4n the mid-mornisg: to Faris, only in late afternoon. - -

"+ In-the past, emergency copy has Buern tclephoned s? Hent by

svoice cast from the tadio stedion (foP exambple, when the Salgen
PIT was under sicge by. rehel yaratroops om Nov. 11, 1961),. Fut
since the radio station new 1is entirely government centrolled and
ewned, this practice may be impossible now. =~ - = U
The AP has ro radio equipment “of 148 ewn in"Saigon. © - .
The U.S, Informaftion Service and certain MACV installations
nave tlheir own redioteletype egquipment., Under a private subscriber

¢ -

gereoment, USTS currently monitors the ircoming AP report, and
3 1 FepoLlit, )

L

‘we receive a ocpy frem USIS several times a day. L

© It might prove pessille in an’ emergency to file news outward

Son. the U.8. government circuits, although possibly oenly on ia

pool basis., U.J, officials never have firmly committcd themselves

on the pointe ' . - A o
Cortain ‘ether foreign embassicvs (nutably the Koredn) maintain

their ewr. radic chamrels, which might conceivahly be used ‘in

emcrgencies, :

1. GLOTUT*NG‘] | e | s

”

South Vict Mam has three seasens: The hot seasen, the
monscor. scason end the dry scason. These seasons ars not urnifern
im a1l parts of the country. -t o ) R

In Saigon, dinrder clothes arc " semctimes useful for
resident correspoendents at diplomatic Tunctions. DPinnur jackets
(white) and trcusers cen be made up in the city fer about 3,000

- plastres. ' )

Park suits ard ties dre standard far all rucuptiens, cocktail
parties, dinners, and mAst government preéss conferences, Sults
ané tics must be worn when The presidential family 4is dAnvelved
in any furctien, o ’ -

Spwrts shirts and slacks (bnt not shorts) are appropriate

. feor* evurything dlsd in Sailgen.

Wer the ficld, ‘a light swnater and pencho or plastic raincoat
are advisable in the highlands, espenrially in %the . dry and

menseon scasons, In Some mountainsus arcas blankets are needed
at night. o ‘ ' '

Cotten bush jackuts snd pants or ordirary army fatigucs are
'hest for the ficld. Bush jackeuts have pockets that held more than
fatigues, They can be made up at local sfores. '

Shecs or Victnamese “combat: shees arce net rucommended. The
soles will not stop foot spikes, If a corruspondent expects to Fe
in Viet Nem for some time, he should buy a goed palr oI beots, :
They can- B¢ custom made for about 1,000 “iastres,. Soime” corrvspon—
derits nave had bootmakers install stuel plates inside tht selcus,
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for extra protection against splkes. ' T
. SPIKES ARE VERY DANG:ROUS AND PAINFUL, ALL OF VIZT NAM
ABOUNDS WITH THEM, AND THEY SHOULD NOT BE UNDERESTIMATED.
Gear should also include a light, cheap hat and sun glesscs,
TLocally made clothing is chuap. ) E

XT. RECOMMENDED FPIZLD GZAR |

g For one-day opncrations, a pistol bult with attached canticn
and case arc the basics, A jack knife, film and some candy arc '
uscful, (Candy hoelps £il11l in the long hours between meals and
pleascs peasant children. Chocolate always nelts,but sour balls
arc suitabla) ‘ o -
FTor lenger operations, the following is rocommended:
A GT field pack, cr its cquiwvalent, .
A camourlaged mosquito nct (not a white one). _
Cantcon with case, jack knife; C<Ration can opener.
Assorted cannvd ox packaged food, espeucially canncd meat,
’ enovgh to last at loast onc day. C-Rations can be hought
from MAAG units in the ficld sometimces. They cost
¢12 a case, which is c¢nough for about one week,

A rubber air matircss, 1f obtainable; ~therwise, a grourd cloth,

Several pairs of socks, some underwear, and a white shirt,
if there's room. Frovince chiefs somctimes invite COrTesp—
ondents irn the field to dinner.

Teilet items, including towcl and soap.

An. ample supply »f toilet parer.

A small flashlight.

Mosquito rupellent

A light blenket, if season and area indicate it.

Ar. aid pack :

A bettle of halizone water purificetion tablets.

Aspirin '

Matcheg or lighter, 1f you smeke. Céndy. .

A suitable map.

Moncy and ddentification papers.

Optionally, a pocket pistol,

In crossing streams, canals and ditches, the correspondunt
oftun is neck decp in water and imd. mverything not specially
provected, will be socked., Cameras should be held ever the head
or thrown to somcone on the other side before crossing. Small
pocket itums, such as matches and idontification papers and film
can be kupt ary with GI contraceptives. Items can be put in the
rubbers, tyirg the necks closed.

A1l these items can be obtained in Sadgon.
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XII IRIMA?Y OTFICIAL NEWS SOURCE

The U.S. Embassy (25251) O
The U.S. Information Servicc (25258) John Mccklln, diroctor°
Paul Phillips, press »fficer,
Vietnam Press (Issued twice daily in Inglish and French)
U.S. Military Assistancc Command (MACV) informdtisn office
(25565) .137 Ruc Pastcur.. Lt. Col. Jim Smith in charge.
- U.S. Militery Advisory Assistance Command (MAAG) Mllltary
switchboard 6213
Viet Nam Directicn General of Informatlon (21606) 79 Than B
Dinh Phung. Fhan Vun Tao, dlructor- Dang Duc Kh01, deputy. 4

. The office /198D/3 Rue ?steur) opens’ dally ex cept Sunday

at 8:30 a.m, A messenger and ore Or more corrLSpondonts are on
‘duty at that time. The office usually closes at 7 Dol although
someene is usually working in it until later.,

. A mesgenger or attundant is on duty every day durlnb the day
and Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights until 11 p.m. ,
- (Brownec lives upsthlrs has arn cxtension of the office phone, |
. and ncrmally can take calls at ﬁl“ tilmes t“e office iteelf is ;
unstaffed.)

The incoming AF file is p¢0£cd up several tlqu a day, and
ghould o¢ read by the desk,

Vietnam Bress bulletins come in at noon and abcut 6 30 pom.
The desk should rvad both editions,

Radio Phnom Punh (in nglish) must b monltorcd cach day
uging the radio.next to the desk (which has a special antbnna
rigged on the roof.) We monitor at 1:30 p.m. on 6090. (Exact
frequency marked with a " on radio dial.)

Radio Hanol (in Enghish) is monitored at the office every
day on 9840 at 6 p.m. Tokyo also menitors Hanoi, but this shculd
e regarded only as a backatop. (L ract frequency marked on radio
dial with an VHY. )

For radio monitoring, it is uscful to use a tape ruvcorder for
verbatim quotes and as a fubstitute for shmc‘than'q There is
a tape rucorder next to the radio. Makce sure you kmow how 1t
eperatus befcre using it, It's expensive, 1t belongs to Browne, ,
and if you-break it, there!'ll be hell to pay. i
. "Bill" Ha Van Tran checke the local press in the evening fer
possible stories,

A messenger from the British Lnlormutlon Service bringb a
mimcographed exerpt of impnrtant storivs in thi local press about
noor. cach day. The "VietrnameSe Exterrnal® and “Victnamese Internal"
sections should be read carefully by the desk.

Agence Khmore de Fresse (AKI), Cambodiats OfflClal nows agency
bulletir, arrives in botches by wmeil from Fhnom Denh once or
twice a wevk, Despite its stalceness, this should be read by the
desk, especlally with an e¢ye for utvomlng stories or events not

montioncd on Radic Phn~m Punk. It'S in French.

P
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. eur® current stringer in Cambodia”is*a“Cambodian‘businessmﬂn'““”'
named¢ Seng Meakly.* His cable addrebs is ASSOCIATED'IHNOMPENH,

- -and® cables to him must be in French. He files frem time te time,
“and sometimes* his dispatches are 1mportant Since they are'in

Prencli, they come here, We must not ‘only translate them but

weyrite them as a rule, removing any tendency te previnci¥lism

an putting them inh - perspective, We then refile te Tekyo.
" The AP*has a mail box at MACV infermation o'ffice’, in which news
releases and mall frem our mllltary friends is left. Thls shauld

~ be picked wp daily, -

' The Vietnamese Direction General of Informatrkn holis ﬂaily
what it calls a "military briefing," Monday* through- Saturday at
10 a.m, An official reads the dally military cemmunjique in ..
Vietnamese and English. This is the same cemmunigue rubllshei :
later in the day by Vietnam Press, but.we usually attend the
"briefing" anywaytto benefit: from the" several-~heur leatl it has
en the rublished report, No questions are answered at, the &rlef—
ings. In general; events up to one week late are repor%ed, ard..-

“infermetien frequently is inaccurate., *»

The bureau has somt of the elements ef a darkroom 1n its -

-gohn, but still does part of its pheto”precessing cemmereially,

: At the press table in USIZ, transcripts ef ¥rreign radie
breadcasts (FBRIS) —— which in oludp SCME of Hanek, Phnem Pexh,
kadie FPathet Lao ani Liverati»n (Viet Cong) Radie are kept,

They are always stale, ut shrlild be read” from time th time,

¥ L2

'XIV, SIME TIPS ON ENBASSY SYJRCES | o

Em%assy gources in genesral aro very useful, They can *ba

tapped in office 1rterV1ewc, at “lur.cheen dates, or at oocktall

parties.
A resident correspondent in Saigon is 1nv1ted i three te

five cecktall *parties a werk, somatlm@s mere, Mest begin at
an inconvenient time (F:30 p, m.) but 1t is wise te atton& as
many &s pessible, The faces and subjects of conversation don't

- change much, “but the most influsntial people in teyn ge te them.

Pzeple you nan't get ﬁo interview any other way you eften can nail
down at r@coptions. .

Here are some suo]@“tﬂve Judgments of the news valuo-o@
varieus embassies Yn Saigon:

U.S.—--Variabla; the higher the of flOlal, the more vague he
is likely te be, Some very good seurces, hewever, Britishe—
Genarally‘olose~mouth°6 but extremely well infermed.. Excellent
gourcts, Prench--Except fbr the ambasszdor (wpo wen't talk at
all), rather yoorly informed, DPeeply susploleus of thg pregs,
partigularily American correspendents. Garman~~Veqy gooi cempany,

excellent press dinners, guol on cultural deyelnpments, "yt
Wo?bhless for any other kind af ews, Ambaqqador useful 1f
Germbn is kldnapod >r killed, hewever, Japanssg~—§enerally well

.infermed Bnd anxlieus to swap infermatien with terreswendents,

Indonesian~~Fairly woll infermed, sxtwewmaly talkatlve, apt. te
be inaccurate. Korean--Friendly te. press and well 1nforped. ;

'Chlnesn——(rablrnal+sv) Fell irnformed but difficult te tap
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~ because of delicacy ef its relatioms w1th Vietv Nam, Ihlllppines-m’
Doerly ipformed, malaly concerned with beesting rekatiefis with.

th@ Vietnamese gevernment. Laotian—-While Laotian relatiens with
Selth Viet Ham technically are severed, the Laetian embassy is
gtill eperating in Salﬂén under. a charge é'affairs, Frifendly and
C)operatlve with xress, but not kept well inférmed by its own

" gevernmeht, bambcd1an-~000perat1ve, byt net kept well inferined
%y 1ts ewn gevernment; Ind1an~—Generally well: infermed (especially

l;on ICC matteid); and dInce the Sino-Indian fight, "inc¥easingly
ccoeperative with Western press, Good en news from Hanei., '
Pelish~-Goeqd partles, little infermation, - Canadian— Nell informed
on‘an01, ﬁcoa51ena1y %alk to press. N

N
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XV SOME TIPo ON “FFICIAL INTOBMATION

: N- governmept 15 ‘avove dlqtortlng or. oonoealing 1nformat10n
te serve its ewn. ends, and in Viet Nam fho S1tuat10n is PmEe
\partlculariy $rying te niéwsmen, IR
‘ Most" efficial information, mnet eily frem the Saigen- gevernment
"and its agencies (whloh include’ the lecal newspapsts, sifice they
. are under rigid cortrol) but foreign seurces must be mistrusted.
TFigutes en caslialtidl and repdrts of military envagemontq
*are espe@1ally SubJeot to distortion,
In ooverihg a military engagement, make every effort “Fe
count _the Yodies yourself befere acceptlng any tabulatton ef
results, In any case, cross check Vietnamese and American
tabulatiens ef casuadlties ~- there are often wide dlscrepancies,
Besides efficial seurces, check with officers Whe wexe. there and
whem yeu trust. And en top ef all that take everything with a
grain ef salt. Always attribute casualty figures to whatever
offi¢ial seurce they~came from,.{Fer e: ample"”The Saigbn
- gevernment claimed that, etc,™)

. Ame¥ican oadualt1e® new are generally’ reporteﬂ accurately

~..

and fast by*MACV infermation offica, A
. ¢ Beware of claims eof military victori=s, This is ret the kind
‘of war in which real victories turn up often, en either slde
Saigen an® Hanet are eiually extravagent in their claims, -
- Su¥pett any "victery" in which mere than 15 enemy deai are
claimed, &
Suspect v1ctor1es based on 2stimatés of the effects of air
- strikes, Pilots' claims eoften are’ exabgaratei and rarely can be
'corflrmed. o A
-Buspect claims ef lawge seizures of enemy weapons. There have
heen caseB® Tn which stocks of weapons have beern planted in’ hamlets,
"'seized" Py greundtvferces, and theén claimed as "ehemy" bhoety,
fel wreraganddspurpeses, ThlS Xdnd rof” thlng -¥8 knewn technically
ap "black propagands, . .and 1lt"fleurishes in Viet.Nam., - -
Suspect reports of weapons.~geized which purpert to preve
commurist arms are being smuggled in from Laes #@nd Cambedia, Mest
' intellig@nbe efficials. belldVe arms smiggling is-net sighificant
cin Vet Namy» I captured Red ChlﬂCSé weaprens are -displayed, it
A must e preved they wewre made later thdn 1954 to prove infilt-
ratier. Many Re&-Cblnese WEapons were qupplied to the Vlet Minh

‘\f‘
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- «during the Indochina Wax, .and many of these weapons are still
g ) stitl

aI‘._ﬂund .« wo . . ] : .
- Beware of claims that the Viet Ccng was. flerushed" in such ,
and such a district, or that such and such a Viet Cong battalien
or regiment.'was rendered ineffective," Waiting a few days .
usually proves such claims false, when the Viet Cong comes back
for another round. : ' ' oo S
_ Beware, similarly, of American official reports of suoh things.
pmericans occasionally have had to make thelr reports on mothing
mere than .the Vietnamese claims, although this 1s being .reduced
as American field advis~rs have been reporting more effectively.
~ . Remember, ir geéneral, that any infwrmation given out by the
Saigon government. has been well filtered by the propaganda .
apparatus, and would nmpt be given out at all if it were not
irtended to have some propaganda effect, Rely basically on your
~ewn private seurces. ' . L
' The same, naturally, goes Ffor anything coming out of Hanoil, -
Iiberation Press Agency or Liberation Radic. T
Tven in the field, beware of lkpressions you get from things
phown you by efficials, If you ask to.see a strategic hamlet and
are taken to one by officials, t.ey obviously will show you enly
the.tesgt they have to offer. You have ne one but yourself te
blaim ife~it is not typical of strategic hamlets in general. Po

s things aad talk teo people cn your COWL.

(8

2

Lfte~ cpltivating instircuiva suspleion of all official
information, don't becrme go suspiclcus you automatically reject
o1 statements and claims. Check each one, Secmevimes the truth
will pleasantly surprise you. : .

 nEstimates’ of enemy casualtles sometimes are not mere lies;
the Viet Cong DOES carvy off its dead and wcunded, whenever. .
possible., 0ften, after a Leavy angagement, & human brain will
be found urnder a bush, or there ig some other indication that
bnemy losses were carried ~If. But remember that if enemy
casualtles were carvied ~ff, the enemy is still pretty strong =—-
he, can't he both wiped out and carry otif his losses at the game
time. It gererally takes two healthy men to carry one dead or
~wounded one away from a battle. When this has happened, 1t means
the enemy did not flee in a rout, but withdrew with discipline and
good order. If he managed to take most of hisg weapons with him
(which is often the case) it 1s a’ditioral irndicaticn that githexr
the official "estimata' of enemy L-rsses is wrong or that the enemy
ig s4ill pretty strong. : . L

only- heaps of.bodies and ceptured weapins indicate solid
success in this war., Count and check whenever you can. -

Beware of claims from either side about Cambodian-Vietnamese
barder skirmishas, The skirwmishes happen, but 1% is always
difficult bto name the gullty rarty. Neither Cambodia nor Viet Nam
recognizes the other's mays, The brrder between thenm varies by
a few kilometers, depending on which country's map you are 1onking
at, and in most places, the brrder 1is physically unmarked.
Cambodiars and Vietnamsse gometimes sheot at each other just fer
the hell of i%. The foud gres hack far centuries. . :

gy
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- - ---Beware in particular of .any informaticn at all yeu get frem /7
certain officials, who can be counted on bo tell bald~faced, ‘
,180~degree whoppers nearly every time. A list of these .officlals
and thelr relative credlibility indices is available at the AT

. office, Unfortunately, some of them are in high positions. .

Py
b

" XVI. SOME POINTERS Ol GUERRILLA WARFARE ‘

. At times, you will find yourself in actual combat situations,

and .you should react to them like a soldier —— by dcing everything
. you can to keep yourself alive and unwoundsd. : I

Try to keep in good physical condition so you can march er

mn. for a reasonable distance, You might have to save your life

doing this at some point., You should know how to swim, " Canals

and ditches often are above your head. . R
. Tf you hear a shot and think its not from your own side, -
" don't get up and look around to see where it cams from. The
second shot might get you., Iie prone under fire, and move only

on. your belly. Lock for cover and move toward it. T

. JWhen moving with troops DN NOT stay close to the head of-a
column or the'point men" in a formation. Trrnfessional-sepdiers
re paid to do tkisg, DN NOT stand or march next to-a radie man
or an aid man. They are prime targets., Stick close te the commander,
whe is generally in the safest pcsition available, You'll lears
- more from him than most of the others, anyway. The whole idea
of covering an operation is to GET THE NEWS AND PICTURES BACK,
1.0t to play soldiexr yourseldf, S : ,

When moving through enery territory (a good part of Viet
Nam is enemy territory) watch your feet, Spikes, mines, concealed
pits and bcoby traps are everywhere. When possible, stex in
exactly the same places as the soldier ahead of you. If he
wasntt blown up, you prohatly won't be. A ,

IT you should Zet. stuck under a mortar barrage er accidental
air strike on you own g8ide, the VYest place to be is under ground.
Holes are bectter than nothing. Most Vietnamesc huts have roots
cellars inside them, which offer fairly $ood cover. ST

If you are traveling in an M113 or M114 armcred amphibious
personnel carrier, do not stick your head out of the hatch wheéen
the vehicle is under fire. The gunnexr has to, because it!srthis
job.Qﬁut five Mil3 gunners were killed in a recent clash in the
delta. < ' : -

If you kmow you're going t» be traveling in an M113 er MLl4
during an operation, bring heavy cotten gloves, If you daontt,
your hands will be badly blostered, cut up and mashed, Just frem
holding on. o

To not pick up Viet Ceng flags or other souvenirs frem:
hay stacks, tree branches cr pnlas. They are often booby-

_ trapped with grenad=s, - ' C
) Never be the first to walk into a hut.
“Beware of water tuffalo. Then they get excited they stampede,
charge and kill. Vietnamese frrces suffer a number of casualties
from water buffaln. Tor't be misglead by sceing children playing
onn their backs; children ard tuffalo are friends.
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| l XVIT. ON CCVERING IPERATIOL

TR

There are two objectives in ‘covering an operation -- getting
the bdsic facts of what hagpencd, and getting the coler and
1ittle details that rut flesh on the bones, It!'s not always:
possible to"do both things gimaltanecusly.

Sametimes the basic facts are the most important things te
1odk fér, and the color is merely routine -- color that's been
deforibed meny times before. . _ : :

Sometimes the color is mere important, espocially if- the
operatior “had no significant rilitary result. Perhaps sSomeene
agaif something interesting. Perhaps some home-made Viet Cong
amminition of an interesting kind was captured. (In several
4pstarces, cartridges made cut of olid Prench coins have ®een
fourd.) In short, the sidebars are sometimes moxre interesting

than the story. Most often, & geocd balance of both cclox and
facts is needed. : C : o

“Operations these days may start with landing craft, trucks,
armered amphibious perscnnel, carriers, or even with a foot maxch,
But-most often th: operation staxts with helicopters, and semetimes
with parachute drwps. : .

Covering an operation that starts with helicopters requires
a decisicn on the part of The correspendent early in the day -——-
whether to stay wibth the hellccpvers and at the command pest, e
whether to get cut with tha Srocms.

In terms of personal danger, 1t's six to one, half dezen ef
another. Helicopters take casualties, too. '

To get close to the war, you must be with the troops, unless
you are sc unlucky as te get shot dewn. It is often best te be in
the %hich of the fishting to know what's zoing on, and it's
egsential if you want pictures.

On. the other hand, tactical details of what is happening
generally are more accessible at command posts. Maps are kept
rested and casualties are repnrted as they develep, Tately, the
Vietnamese goverrment has made it very difficult tr» get near
tactical mdps, and hag forbidden correspondents to talk to

¢ Vietnamese field . officems unless they first go thiough | .
mountains of red tapd (aimed at filtering any direct quotatieas

‘through the governmen’t pripagania agencies). :

© Dpespiva thls, a gon da:l o7 irfovametlon 1s available frem
American sources arsund command rpests, which generally are only

‘a,few kilcmeters from the ckjectives.

There is the added advantage that you can always get out with
another helicopbter wave if an interesting one develops later in
the day. :

The main disadvantage of being cut with the troors is that
you rarely can get informaticr as to what's happening througheut
the entire operating area, Te=ually, operatlons involve a number
of landing points, sometimss miles apart. You may hit 1t lucky
and land in an active sectoér. &n the other haand, you may not hear
a shot fired all day, and miss the whole thing. It's pot luck,.

Wherever you ars during an cperation, you must exrect te have

P e

to gpend most the time ir ling, tires-~me hours waising for semething
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to happen. This is the mest tiring and frustrating aspeet ef war

HOWEVER, operatiens mest eften run into any enemy resistanceé .. -

S g

they will meet in the epening assault phase., If, as your 777
helicerter toushes down in front of a hamlet or tree line you
start receiving enemy fire, you prebably have hit an interesting -
sector, It is best to get out and follow the assault on in., Fut
regiember, once the helicopter touches the ground, you have only
about ‘six seconds te make your deciscion as to whether or not te
get out., Thatts hew long the trocps (and ycu) have to leave the
sircraft before it flies off, - -~ o0 T LT
fnce you get out, your decision is lrrevecable. You may not .«
seé¢ anether helicepter again all day, and chances are, you will
have te march back to the assembly area, In fact, you may not be
advle to get back fer several cays, It is therefore wise -te have
field gear with you if you plan to get out. L
- I you" are wounded or sick, yeu will bo ‘evacuated; etherwise,
you mist otay with the troops from that time on, as a rule, -
Often, helicepters make their landings in a series of waves, -
esprcially 1f the operation is large. Three waves are oommen, ang
.8 resdrve ferce at or near the CF may be committel later in ‘the
day. Reserve forsass gernerally are sent in if active fiwe fights
ievelop anywhere in the operating area, and sometimes are .
interesying units to be with. : . ‘
T If Yyou are flying with the Utility Tactical Transpprt
helicopter cempany (U.S. Army), you will not te with treops atb
all’, The'se helicopters are ssrort craft armed with reckets and
‘machineggrs, and their only function seo far is te guard the . - L
troop-carrying helicepters. They stay in the air when the troop- .
- carriers land. AEE . ‘ :
If you are en the ground when an artillery bembardment exr
air strike begins nearby, stay under cever ani den't meve until
you're stre it's ever, ' :
_pon't try covering an eperaticn from a T28 er B26 fighter
wlane "1f you have the slightest tendency te alr sickness, To a.
lesser extent; this applies te L28 and Mohawk reconnaissance
planes¢ These flights are really reugh, and pulling out of
strafing runs puts a ferce of more than feur "Ga'" en you.
PiCemmanders marsely tell yeu hew many treops are en an operatien,
se yeu must estimate, Count the rumber of troop-oarriers (H2Lls er
E34%). Each troop-carrier helds an average ef 12 troope (ene squad).,
By ceuntimg the helicopters and ceunting the number eof waves, yeu
- car. calculate fairly ascurately the number ef troeps that went in
by helicepter (thnre may be ethers who went in by read, en feet,
or ir river eraft). ' , y
Ter example: 15 helicorters, three waves., 15 x 3 x 12 equals
540 troeps, oxr about ens Viatnamess bhattalien. A
You may not knoiw the directicn eof the ebjective from the point
at which ynu teek eff, Just check the direcyian of the sun, and
rememwer the sun rises in the east and sets in the west. Tn gauge
dictatice, remember that a helicopbter flies at about 80 miles an
hour en cembat missiens. ‘
femember that DIRLCT QUCTES FROM ODFTFICERS AND SOLTIERS ARE
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5y W




. P

s . -

HIM?QR@ANfZiQJ@ET, esPeciQ}}XW;ﬁmthey illustrate s;&evimpnftant

"aspect of dovelopments. - ~ —
" In identifying any American, it is impertant te-gel his age
and heme town, if possible.-

XVULIL. ORGANTZATICN OF ARMED FORCES IN VIET N.A_Ml o

The Saigon government's majer armed ferces finclude the = -
regular army (ARVN), the air forco (VNAF), the navy and the marine
corps, ’ Co

Apl military aircraft, including helicrplers, are part ef the
air force. S T ) P .
Besides the major fighting arms, there are several paramilitary
organizations, The two mest impertant -—- the Givil Guard (Bao An)
and ,Self Defense Corps (Dan Ve) suffer the bulic of government ™ -
casualties. = A , o o
. The Civil Guard originally was set up te give each -of the 4L
provinces in South Viet Nem {ts own semi-sutenomous fighting fexrce.,
The Self Pefense Corps eriginally was in the jurisdictien ef the o
disiricts er even wvillages, and grass-reots hamlet protectién often
is pro¥vided by the SIC. : ' S B : :
Both erganizations now are under the Defense Ministry veommand,
howeveér, which has made it pessible’ far U.S. advisors to werk with
them. , 5 : T ' o el
Pesignations of Vietnamase units 1S usually given (fer beth
government and Viet Cong forces) ir cenventicnal military terms,
but strengths of designated units de net necessarily ceincide with
American designations. ‘ : . .
, Here, _,e approximately, are the strengths ef the different
types of Vietpemess unit: - o
Squad~—12 man; Platoon——25-30 meri; Company-—177-120 men;’ wt
Battalien-—400-500" men; Regiment—-1,200-~1,500 men; Pivisien——
4,500-5,0% mern; Corps——About 25,000 men, N
In ths field,.regular soldiers and ivil Guardis are dressed
abrut the samwe, both in American-style cembat fatigues er Khakis.
Tnsignia of rank in all forces are stripes on the sleaves' for
enlisted men, metal devices wern in the center of the chest fer
efficers, -, . . . A , - - - :
0fficers! insignia are: One gold circle with curving lire acress
jt-—thspirant® (Officer Candidate); Cne geld leaf--20d Lieutenant;
~Two golad leaves——1st Llieuternant; Three gold leaves---captain; one
silver leaf—-maj-~r; Two. silier ;eaves—élieutenant colonel; Three-
silber leaves——colonel; Twn #milver stars (there are ne single
stars)--brigadier general; Three silver stars--majer geheraly -
Four silver gtars--general (there is only ene man holding this.*
rank, He is General’Le Van Ty, aging cemmander of all the armed
forces, whq.is in semi-retirement). = C ot
.. Nther erganizalisns that fight include the Republican Youth
terps (Thanh Nien Cong Hea), mads up mnstly of civil servants up
t6 the age of 35. It has more than one million members, some AL
whem, in rural cemmunities, are called on te fight, especially
during enery attacks. They normally wear blue uniferms. (On Menday
in Saigon, they are required to wear their unifetrms to weork, stand
formation at 7:30 a.m. in frent of their dffices, and train5
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There 1ls a paramilitary Womer's Corps (erganized by the First.

- -Lady, Mademe Ng8 Dinh Nhu)- -whose members--receive -some -combal ...

training., They rarely actually fight, however. They akse wear blue,

The Nation&l Gendafmerie serves mainly as a rural police ferce,

’ fut scmetimes gets into fights with the Viet Cong. Géendarmes wear

khakis with red, visored cCaps. -« wiummemm sy AR 500
The Civic Action Corps consists of cadres theoretically
trained to fight, carry. out preopaganda missions,-spy,-help with

rural administration, atd otherwise operate as multi-threat

anti-guerrillas, They wear bluet - :

Marines in the fielid veox characteristic green and biack
camoulaged nylon fatigues, : - .
Rangers often wear the same fatigues, but marked with a, black

' and'yellow shoulder patch depicting a snarling tiger's head.

Some organizatiorns wear berets of chéracteristlc celors., Beret
celors are: o Lo - . e o
Red--paratrecopers; Green-—-marines; Brown~~rangers; Black er

- green—-army special forces; Black--palace guards; Tan—-—political

officers, interrogatnrs and translators. The presidential palace

guard Wears white uniforms similar to the metropolitan police.

Ffouth Viet Nam is @iviged into four -corps areas; the nerthern-
most i8 I Corps, the southernmost is IV Corps. These areas are
markdd on maps at the &P cffice. Bach corps is cemmanded by a |
general, who is responsible to the Ghief of Staff in Saigon. Each
corps drcludes several divisions, .

Thete aré special commands for the Capital.Region (Saigen
ard vieinity) and for D Zone (a major Viet~Cong "liberated" arga
north and rortheast of Saigon). ot ‘ 3

IV Corps currently is commanded by Brig. &en. Huynh Van Cao,

a champion pfess-hater from way back. Unfortunately, his cerps
includez the delta and everything else south of Saigen. where mest
of the Tfighting is. A corresrondent cancexpect;ne cooperaticn
whatevdr froemx him, &nd it i best to stay-out ef his way, _

The Viet Cong divides Sodth Viet Nam inte five "Zenes" with

several "Intergone" headguarters, Main Viet Cong-strength 1s in the

‘dalta, 1h the southern %ip (Arn. Xuyen and neighbering previnces),

and P Zerne, with strong peckets all the way up the coast and in the

inYand mountainst _
Viet Cong uniforms vary. Some are black (standard Seuth Vielfs

" namese peasant garb), some are khaki, some are Hanei-green. Viet

Ceng troops often wear bush hats (white or olive-drab). but
regulars generally wear' the old Viet Minh wicker-and-pladtic ..
helmet, which looks like an inverted pie tin with Aeep sides. Thair
flag is rel on top, blue on the hovtom, with a yellew star in the
center., Soretimes they carry the North Vietnamese flag, which is
selid red with a yelllow star in the center,

In general, “he Viet Corg's thrse main forces (Seuth Viet Nam
Iibveration National Tront Pecple!s Self Defense Forces) are broken
down. the same as govertment land forces, that is, inte regular
(hard-core) guerrillas, territ-srial guerrillas (cerrespcnding.te
the Civil Guard), and the S&1f Tefense Corps, | N

The U,S, milita®y edtabtlishment all comes under the heading

U.JS, Military Assistance Commend Vietnam (MACV), currently commanded

v

by Gen. Paul D. "Harkirs (four nstars).
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Sub-commands include the,Military Assistance Advisery Cemmangd

- (MAAG) under Which mest advisors work, -and the-U.S.-Army Suppoxrt .

Group, which has to fe with direct support (helicepters, for

‘example¥. 5 .

ThefU.S. Arry Special Forceg have a role all their own. They
work unier the Coubired Studies group, ef which Col. Gilbert Layton
is currently the commander, Their relatibons with the Central :
Tntetligente Agency and other speck groups are close, They.are Jest
active* in the highlands, where thier primary missien-is.bringing
the varfirus -~ tribal "montagnard® groups back inte the feld., = .

U.S, Air Force activiby is mostly under the 2nd Air Tivision.,
Tts pidets fly mémy of the Vietnamese air force planes, imcluding
the T28% and B26s. (Vietnamese airforce insignia is exactly the
aame as U.S. Airferce insignia, except thdt the side panels are

" pexdd in red with a .red center stripe and yellow instead -of whité
" in the rest.of the box, It's easy to confuse with American markings.)

““Phere *also &re U.S. Airforce jet fighters statience en and eff
at Saigen. Thess ars F10ls, Fl025 and occasionally eothers frem ;
the Y"century series." Most J.S, air activity is kept under secregy
wraps, but hard-driving repcrting techniques caft“gigTént infermdtien
semetimes. "m . S R S !

. The ¥L&. Agenoy;for~InterLational‘Devel§pméntfmission'inJMMWWNM
Viet Nan {USAIT) is akSo active in military matters, particularly
its new Rural Affairs Sectien. The sectlen currently is headed by
Rufhs Friliips, & former (7 CIA operative, who buil?t a reputation
for anti-guerrifllia krnow-how in the Thilippines,. ' “

[ ’

XTX. ACCOVMCDATIONS AND ZNTSRIUATNIENT

, A - . ’ N
 Hetels fn Saiger are comfortable and fairly expensive (&reut
$17 a day for a rcom at the Caravells, the best hAatel in-tewmn).

‘Beokings choild be made well in advance, especially during certain

heliday s»>assrs (including the ChinesSe rew year). -

pesrite the offieial ban on dancing and almost everything else
shat involves .fun, there is some night life in Saigen., There are
rany trivate -parties, The two mnrst popular aightclubs in Salgen are

" Ta Galere (next.tn-the*Caravelle), which has an excellent fleer

shew (mostly in Frernch), and La Cigale (mostly for music). Catinat
and ether downtown streets are lined with gin mills where hestesses
wearing chaste, white uniforms serve beoze to the GIs and ether
patrons., Ton't be teo obvious trying to pick up a hostess. The
relide prcoably ate sittirg there ton, and you may set. her in.

trouble.

tuisine in Saigon:génerally is excellent. The best Prench
cooking is available (Paprika, Atartea,l'amiral, Guillaume Tell),
as well as Vietnamese, Chinene and Algserian. ’ o
. There are no longzer any sidewalk cafes in Saigon becaube of a
resurgence of grenades (altheough Some cestaurants are at streelt

- level with grenade  guaxnds).

DPon't try to tuy anythirg or get muck dene retween nesn and

3 p.m. The whole eolintry closes down for Siesta during these heurs.
All bars and restaurants close at 2 a.m. . ‘
orivate clubs in Salgon include Le Cercle sportif (fer swimmning
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and tennis)q Le Cercle Hippique (for riding) and Le Club Nautigue
(frr boating; but den't take boats toe far up the river.. Several
rembers have h%on shot and killed by the flat Cong deing this). ;
There is alsc a golf 2lub. . t

There is a fereign correspendents' ass oolatbon in Salgon
(headquarters “q“rentLy at the AP effice) but n~ press club,
Transiemt correstondents often zather atb Jpwomp' - Bar on the
Gth floor of the uaravellé.

You ohould'a sure in ary war er publl fplace that yeur .
OGHVGTSathﬂ ig heirng overheard by an agent of some Kind,. mest -
eften a governmprt abent (Bureau of Studies,. Surete, Ptu.)
Correoronqﬂnt who have alked t6o candidly about their pr1the
views irn such places hLave oom@tlmes had cause te regret it,
Exhaustively comxrlete dossiars are kept by the bcvernment on
every corres rnndenu Vlblt*ng the country.

Outside Saigon,it is gezeraLLy wlurlant te arrange ac“ommodatifzs
at a MAAG §otachment if trere 1s one in the viecinity, Ycu may have

te pay (in dellars, for 01;let ng, . aﬂﬂ you. always ray fer foeA and
ether Things. . o

XX. uOKE QMNOW WEA¢CVq

e — e ’

Artillery—=75-, 105- and 155-millimater hcw'taaru,'40~milliheter
anti-aireraft gurs; 62 and Jl-miliimeter wi@ 4,2-inch moxtars;
BTerdilimeter reo q;llesé‘ri¢lps {if.?win se, called “SKIM,)

Macrineguns-——-.50 and ,2n-ciliter imerican waMine uns (Brewring) ..
and French .30-calibers (MAT); er helicopters, ME0 Yate machineguns. .

Rifles——N-1 zarand (bEQTlC&ﬁ); MAS36 (*renvn); nid (Amerlcan) ‘
Indechira kifle (Prench); Infield (British); “Armaliter ,223- oallber
(Agerican, ultra-lighiweignt).

kptomatic rifles—--EAR fAmerioan;;fMAT (¥rench); N4 (American).

Carvines—~il-1 and ii-2 (American

Sub machineguns—-Thompsen ,45

n);
A

"grease gunt (Americs




